Rendering Circles

A newsletter produced by the Australian Renderers Association Inc.

Australian Renderers Association Inc
PO Box 963, Warwick, Qld 4370

Telephone:
Facsimile:

+61 7 4661 9911
+61 7 4667 0199

Email:
Web:

No. 36 - December 2016
dennis.king@ausrenderers.com.au
www.ausrenderers.com.au

Wishing you a very Merry and Safe Christmas
and a Happy and Prosperous New Year

From the President

I am very happy to be back as president of
the ARA and I guess that some members
wonder how this happened. There have been
a couple of hiccups in the smooth operations
of the ARA which need an explanation.
Firstly, there has been an unusually quick
turn-around in presidents. John Seletto was
elected president at the AGM in August and
he had every intention of committing to the
job for a full term. However, with the public
float of Ingham’s in November, John’s personal
circumstances changed and he decided to
retire. Since his retirement meant that he no
longer had a direct association with an ARA
member-company, he also resigned as ARA
president. This created a casual vacancy for
the position of president and I was honoured
that the executive committee appointed me to
fill the vacancy.
Secondly, we have to re-visit the vote on
the ARA’s revised constitution. The revised
constitution was explained by Warren
MacLean at a special general meeting in
November. A motion to adopt the revised
constitution was put to the members and the
vote was overwhelmingly in favour. However,

a three-quarters majority is required to
change the constitution. Unfortunately a
full count of the yea and nay votes was not
recorded and the ARA is unable to verify that
that there was an appropriate majority. As a
result the directors have decided that another
vote will be taken at a special general meeting
to be held in conjunction with the February
general meeting in Adelaide.

My first job as president is to back up Phil
Lambeth and the symposium committee
to make sure that next year’s symposium
is as successful as the previous events. We
have a full program of excellent speakers
lined up for the symposium and industry
workshop. There is also a program of social
events and networking opportunities that
have encouraged sponsors and exhibitors to
get involved. I am very pleased to see some
new exhibitors in addition to those that have
supported us in previous years.
Arrangements with the Royal Pines Resort
are progressing well and while I do not want
to tempt fate I reckon we are well on track for
another successful symposium.
Keep an eye on the symposium web site
https://arasymposium.com.au/. Dennis King
is making some final refinements with the
bank so that on-line registrations by credit
card can be accepted and then the site will be
ready for registrations.
As you may know, I have a bee in my bonnet
about foreign matter in raw materials. I hope
that together we can make some more progress
on this issue in my current term as president.
Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page1
I was impressed with Carro Cations’ presentation at the Melbourne
meeting. She made it clear that foreign matter in raw materials is
not inevitable. The team at Thomas Foods Murray Bridge has shown
that with a bit of commitment, education and a well-organised plan,
raw-material providers can get on top of foreign matter. I hope that
other meat and poultry producers will follow Carro’s example and take
charge of their raw-material supplies.
I am sorry to hear the news that Lynda Hayden is moving on in
the Department of Agriculture and Water Resource. She certainly
deserves a new opportunity and I wish her well. Lynda is the latest in
the line of AQIS and DAWR staff who have worked hard for the benefit
of ARA members. The spirit of co-operation between ARA members
and Department staff has been a feature of the ARA’s relationship with
government. It has paid off many times over.
We are facing a busy year with the symposium and the usual raft of
market access issues. In the meantime I wish all members a happy
festive season and a refreshing break for those who are getting one.
Finally, I started with John Seletto and I will finish by saying thank you
to John for taking on the job of president, albeit for a short time, and
for your many valued contributions as a director of the ARA. I am
sure we all wish him a long and rewarding retirement.

World-first for A.J. Bush
and Keith Engineering
Keith engineering has installed a unique feather plant at A.J. Bush
and Sons’ Riverstone site. The feather plant is a Dupps continuous
hydrolyser paired with a Keith/Dupps airless drier. While this is not
the first installation of the airless drier, it is the first to dry feathers and
it is the first quad-pass version of the airless-drying technology.
In addition to the new drier, Keith Engineering has developed what
is believed to be the first automatic continuous-feed feather bin that
can receive raw feathers direct from tipper-type semi-trailers as well
as from smaller trucks. There are two 60 m3 feather receival bins. The
bins have a sloping flat live-bottom designed for effective conveying,
drainage and containment of feathers. Feathers are fed from the bins
at a variable controlled rate via high-speed mechanical fluffers which
break up clumps of compacted feathers.

Keith continuous-feed feather bin

Sunny Grain supplies the most competitive price
ingredients and great after sales-service for our
customers worldwide.
Our specialist marketing & sales team has over 30 years of experience
and excels in the supplying of stockfeed ingredients including.
>Grains: Wheat, Barley, Sorghum, Corn

>Energy Products: WBP, RB

>Veg Protein: DDGS, Canola Meal, SBM

>Animal Protein: MBM, PTM, FTM, BM, OM

Let us serve you better at a lower cost.
0405996235 – Raymond Tran
raymond@sunnygrain.com.au • www.sunnygrain.com.au
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The new plant is housed in a stand-alone purpose built two-storey
building. The processing rate is up to 7,500 kg/hr. The plant is fully
automated with local and remote access PLC control and SCADA
system.
Dewatered and fluffed feathers are automatically fed at the required
rate to the hydrolyser and hydrolysed feathers are discharged via
pipeline to a surge bin. The surge bin feeds the drier. The airless
drier has been developed jointly by Keith Engineering and The Dupps
Company. It combines Keith’s airless-drying technology with Dupps
components including a Dupps QuadPassTM rotating drum. Drying
takes place rapidly in a low oxygen environment with full recycling of

QuadPassTM airless drier

Continuous Feather Hydrolyser
waste heat.
The main benefit of the airless drying technology is the gas and electrical
savings thanks to the full recycling of waste heat. Product quality is
also excellent and there is positive feedback from customers about the
quality of the feather meal. Derek Henderson of Keith Engineering said
that during commissioning almost every combination of hydrolyser
time/pressure/temperature and drier conditions were tested to make

sure that the most efficient processing conditions giving the best
quality product were identified.
Keith Engineering has spent 15 years developing the airless drier.
There have been installations in the rendering industry and other
industries but the technology is still something of an unknown to
most renderers. Keith Engineering acknowledges that A.J. Bush went
out on limb when deciding to go for the Keith airless-drying feather
process. Derek Henderson said that it has taken the confidence of A.J.
Bush management and directors, who are focussed on new technology,
energy efficiency, running costs and payback, to make the decision to
trust the new technology. A decision they now benefit from.
So what does the client think of the new installation? Dean Aaron,
General Manager of A.J. Bush and Sons (Manufactures) NSW
operations told Rendering Circles that part of the reason for installing
the Keith feather plant was that A.J. Bush was able to get an AusIndustry
grant based on the energy efficiency and reduced carbon footprint of
the process. After the plant was commissioned the claimed efficiencies
were all verified by an independent engineer. Dean said that the plant
has met all expectations and he is very happy with its performance and
the product quality.

Keith Engineering specialises in the
design, manufacture, and installation of
processing equipment for the rendering
and abattoir industries. Keith enjoy a
strong reputation for trusted, reliable
equipment as well as dedicated
customer service and attention.
Keith has been manufacturing
equipment for the animal rendering
industry for more than 60 years, and is
the largest supplier of red and white
meat rendering and byproduct
processing equipment in Australia.

PROUD AUSTRALIAN MANUFACTURERS OF BYPRODUCT RENDERING EQUIPMENT
20 Kellet Close, Erskine Park, NSW 2759
Postal Address: PO Box 354, St Clair, NSW 2759

9852 1000 • www.keitheng.com.au
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Market Access
Lynda Hayden is back in action as Director of the DAWR Food and
Animal By-products section (for the time being) after taking maternity
leave. At the November ARA meeting she gave a run-down of progress
with the market access issues on the ARA’s priorities matrix.
Issues with China and Indonesia continue to feature as high priorities.
The Department has made several representations to China about the
long-standing issues of recognition of freedom for HPAI, recognition
that the rendering process eliminates the HPAI virus, expanding
approvals of establishments that can export to China and extension
of existing approvals. These issues were again raised at a high-level
meeting between the Department and Chinese authorities in Beijing
on 1 November.

Lynda Hayden discusses the ARA’s market access priorities
China advised that they need to conduct further assessments of
Australia’s HPAI status including another visit. Officials also advised
that they recognise that heat treatments inactivate the HPAI virus but
they are concerned about post-processing contamination and need to
conduct a further risk assessment.
Approval of plants is still on the agenda. The Department has written
to the Chinese AQSIQ requesting 5-year extensions of approvals for
the eleven plants that were approved in 2012 but whose approvals
expire in May 2017. The department has also invited the AQSIQ to
visit Australia to inspect and approve additional rendering plants.
The issue with Indonesia remains the updating of the list of
establishments approved by the Department to export to Indonesia.
The Department has submitted audit reports of the three establishments
recommended for listing pre-2012. Indonesian authorities have
conducted a desk audit of the reports but maintain that on-site audits
must be conducted by Indonesian inspectors before the establishments
can be listed.
Another high-priority issue is access for meat and bone meal to
Mexico. In January 2015, Mexican authorities advised that Australian
rendering establishments had to be approved to export to Mexico.
Establishments must be audited against a set of requirements and a
report sent to Mexico for assessment and approval. The Department
has received the Mexican audit proforma and is now consulting with
the ARA about the ability of Australian rendering establishments to
comply. If there are no concerns, interested establishments can be
audited and at the same time export certification will be finalised.
Mexican authorities have also requested the development of export
certification for beef tallow. Although this is a medium priority for the
ARA, it is being progressed in conjunction with MBM market access.
Trade in MBM to Fiji has been suspended since 2002 due to an
outbreak of Newcastle disease in poultry. The department is working
to re-open the market and has written to the Biosecurity Authority of
Fiji to confirm that Australia has been free from virulent Newcastle
disease since 2002. The department has also provided a submission
4

about Australia’s export rendering system and proposed certification.
There is no response as yet and the Department is following up.
Other issues occupying the Department but which are not on the
priorities matrix relate to Malaysia and Codex Alimentarius. There
has been at least one problem of an exporter not being able to obtain
an import permit for MBM to Malaysia. This was because Malaysian
authorities could not ascertain if the rendering establishment had
the appropriate approvals. Malaysian authorities have requested
clarification of the approval status of establishments. The Department
is working with the ARA to publish a list of approved rendering plants
on the ARA website.
The department is also working on a submission to the Malaysian
Department of Veterinary Services about Australia’s export controls
and production standards. The intention is for information provided
by the Department to replace information that has to be provided by
individual exporters.
The Australian delegation to Codex Alimentarius has presented a
paper to the Fats and Oils Committee proposing an amendment to
the standard for fats and oils The amendment would include guidance
on the production and specifications of unrefined edible tallow. The
proposal was welcomed by the Committee but the Department was
not able to develop a further paper for consideration of new work by
the deadline. The next opportunity to progress the work is February
2019.
To prepare for this the ARA will have to commit to extensive efforts to
provide the information required for a Codex submission.
Lynda provided a written report of the status and progress of the other
14 issues of medium priority on the ARA’s priority matrix.

People and Places
Andrew Westlake has left the Midfield Group after 21 years and has
taken on a new role with Ridley. Andrew is based at the CSF Proteins
site at Laverton North. Andrew has a wealth of meat industry
experience, particularly relating to meat by-products. He is also a
champion of biodiesel and runs his car on home-made biodiesel.
Lynda Hayden is taking on a new role in the Department of Agriculture
and Water Resources. After eight years dealing with exports she is
moving to the agricultural policy section. She will be working on
investments and competition e.g. the impact of the Coles/Woolworths
duopoly on the agricultural sector. Lynda will start the new role a
couple of weeks into the New Year. Lynda has been involved with
the ARA for five years. She has been instrumental in developing
and shoring up market access for rendering products. No doubt
all members will wish her well in the new job and look forward to
welcoming her replacement.

ARA General Meeting
The next general meeting of the Association will
be held in Adelaide on Thursday 23rd February
2017 commencing at 9.00am.
This will be followed by a Special General Meeting
to consider adoption of a new constitution of the
Association.
Directors and committee meetings as well as a
dinner will be held the previous day.
Venue to be advised.

Foreign Matter Contamination Update
At the November meeting, Carro Cations gave a presentation about
what is being done about putting a stop to foreign matter in raw
materials for rendering at Thomas Foods Murray Bridge. Carro’s
initiatives were reported in the last issue of Rendering Circles but her
presentation confirmed that control of foreign matter is not rocket
science. Hopefully other meat and poultry abattoirs will follow Carro’s
lead and make control of foreign matter a priority.

The ARA’s current focus is to get MLA and AMPC to support research
into control of foreign matter. The proposed research involves a
commercial partner and is confidential for the time being. MLA and
AMPC have asked for information to justify the research and the
ARA is working with pet food manufactures to gather evidence that
demonstrates the cost of foreign matter contamination to the industry.
Responses to Dennis King’s request for information about the costs
and impacts of foreign matter indicate that there has been $2 million
in claims from domestic and export pet food customers.
Andy Bennett has also suggested research ideas to the FPRF and it
looks like the FPRF will embark on more research into the elimination
of foreign matter in protein meals. Andy is also redeveloping his
presentation on foreign matter to make it more relevant to suppliers of
poultry raw materials. He plans to take his education campaign to the
poultry industry in addition to the red meat industry.
Back to the detail of foreign matter control at individual rendering
plants and abattoirs, here is a sample of stainless steel and aluminium
that one renderer has pulled out of raw material deliveries.
A tip from another renderer is “watch out for oversize particle from
shaker screens”. Foreign matter is concentrated in the oversize particle
stream and this stream should not be cycled back to the mill unless the
contaminants can be completely removed.

Rendertech are market leaders in the design and supply
of systems and equipment for processing industries.
Our specialist in-house team have over 100 years of rendering design experience and excel in
the application of techniques including:
• Protein recovery
• Odour control
• Mechanical and thermal
dewatering

• Heat transfer
• Evaporation
• Liquid and solid separation

Our track record shows that our world class solutions deliver the
lowest operational costs in the market for our customers.

1800 0RENDER (1800 0736337)

PH. +64 9 634 5375 • www.rendertech.co.nz
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PROVEN COMMITMENT TO THE RENDERING INDUSTRY
Oxidation control
in fats, oils & meals with:
Barox
Termox & Naturox

Salmonella control with
Sal CURB
For plant hygiene &
meal decontamination

Call to obtain a copy of the ‘Rendering Plant Salmonella Control Programme’ booklet
Kemin (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. Tel: 02 9844 5700 & Fax: 02 9418 2544
 Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.

and the Renault went on its first rally in 1970. Bill and
his father drove from Sydney to Melbourne as part of
an international rally. They then went on to Adelaide
and back to Sydney. The whole trip took a month. Bill still has the
Renault and takes it out on events with his vintage car club.
Bill’s father passed away in 1974 but Bill continued restoring cars
starting with a 1924 KisselKar Roadster The Kissel was followed by
restoration of a 1927 Model T Ford.

Bill Trollope and life after rendering
What comes after a 40-year career in rendering? For Bill Trollope,
retirement has given him the opportunity to indulge his hobby of
restoring vintage cars. Bill is well known for his previous role as
General Manager of Keith Engineering but he was also a hands-on
renderer. In the early days, Keith Engineering operated the rendering
company Tallomasters. Keith Engineering founders Jack Keith and
Bill’s father William Trollope used Tallowmasters as a demonstration
plant to showcase the revolutionary Keith continuous rendering
plant. Tallowmasters was at the Merino St site in Laverton North, now
operated by CSF Proteins. As a schoolboy, Bill remembers going to
the plant with his father and when things did not go right he had to
help with digging out the congealed mess inside the prototype cooker.
Before the days of Keith Engineering, Bill’s father had set up a zinc
oxide plant called Durham Chemicals for Mascot Industries. The
zinc plant was adjacent to the Gearin O’Riordan rendering plant, also
owned by Mascot Industries. This association got William Trollope
into rendering and Bill followed in his father’s footsteps.
Bill started out installing plants for Keith Engineering in New Zealand.
He then worked at the coal face at the Gearin O’Riordan plant at
Mascot from 1973 to 1976. In 1976 he went back to Keith Engineering
in Sydney.
Bill’s interest in vintage cars was also inherited from his dad. In 1963
William Trollope bought a 1912 2-cylinder 8 Hp Renault and father
and son set about restoring it. The restoration was finished in 1969

The restored Renault
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Bill in the KisselKar

The restored Model T

The Model T was finished for the 1988 bicentennial rally and Bill, with
his wife Rhonda and three children (one in a baby capsule) set off
from Sydney to take a very round-about route through western and
southern NSW to the finishing point in Canberra. The Model T is still
active today and is fully registered.
Bill’s current project is a 1934 Wolseley Hornet Special. Bill has had
the Wolseley for 40 years. He used to drive it regularly until he started
the restoration 8 years ago. He has a planned completion date of
October 2017 but he secretly admits that it will probably be mid-2018
before the car is finished.
There are more projects lined up for when the Wolseley is finished. Bill

Production Survey
The ARA has completed its fourth survey of production of rendered
products. The survey for financial year 2015/2016 reported total
production of over 1.25 million tonnes of rendered product worth
about $880 million. The estimated volume of raw material was about
2.7 million tonnes.
Production of rendered products is obviously tied to the ups and
downs of the meat and poultry industries. In 2015/16 cattle kills were
at high levels to begin with but the downturn started at the end of 2015.
Overall, cattle kills were down 150,000 head in 2015/16 compared with
the last survey in 2013. Sheep and lamb kills were down 250,000 head.
Production of animal protein meals and animal fats along with values
are shown in Figures 1 and 2. The total value of rendered products
was down by about $90 million compared with the 2013 survey but
2013 was an exceptional year with high production and firm prices for
tallow and protein meals.
.

Table1: Total production of animal protein meals in 2015/16
Production
(‘000 tonnes)

Value (A$
‘000,000)

Mixed meat and bone meal*

190.804

111.811

Bovine meat and bone meal

267.414

156.705

Ovine meat and bone meals

41.54

41.540

Total meat and bone meal

499.76

310.056

Poultry meal

85.62

78.770

Feather meal

38.97

24.161

Blood meal

27.61

25.871

651.96

438.858

Commodity

The Wolseley before restoration
already has a 1928 Packard roadster and a 1914 Triumph motorcycle
in the garage waiting for his attention.

Total animal protein meal
*Includes small amounts of porcine and fish meal

Table 2: Total production of animal fats in 2015/16
Commodity
Tallow
Poultry oil
Total animal fats

A beautiful 1928 Packard the same as Bill’s but restored by a mate

Production
(‘000 tonnes)

Value (A$
‘000,000)

542.08

385.961

69.09

54.962

611.18

440.922

While production of rendered products tracks kills in general, the ARA
surveys have identified changes in the relationship between rendered
products and kills and in the structure of the industry. In particular
the survey has shown there has been consolidation of the number
of rendering plants; increases in the production of single-species
products; and an increase in the ratio of tallow to protein meals.
In 2000 when the first survey was conducted there were 111 rendering
plants. This slipped to 77 in the 2015/16 survey. This is only half
the story because going back further to around 1980, there were twice
as many rendering plants in NSW as there are now. This pattern is
similar in most states. The reduction in rendering plants follows the
consolidation of abattoirs but the number of independent renderers
has also fallen.
Another change in the abattoir industry is a switch to single-species
production and this has flowed through to rendered products. Most of
the growth in single-species abattoirs occurred before the ARA’s first
production survey in 2000. But it is noticeable that since 2000 there
has been an increase in poultry meal production due to an increase in
poultry-rendering capacity and improved segregation of poultry from
other species.
The amount of tallow compared with meat and bone meal appears to
7

Figure 3: Main destinations for poultry and
feather meals 2011, 2013 and 2015/16

'000 tonnes

have increased, at least since the 2011 survey. In 2011 the ratio of
tallow to meat and bone meal was 0.97. In 2015/16 it was 1.09. This
can be partly accounted for by the increased number of cattle on feed
but there could also be a general reduction of the fat content of meat
and bone meal. The increased cattle on feed from 2011 and 2015 could
account for an increase in the tallow to MBM ratio of up to 0.04. A
1% decrease in the fat content of meal would account for an increase
of 0.02 in the tallow to MBM ratio.
Projections for cattle and sheep kills for the next few years show a
decline until 2017 then a slow recovery. Production of rendered
products will follow suit and Figure 1 shows the estimated changes in
production of rendered product. Poultry and pig kills are expected to
increase steadily and this should result in increases in production of
poultry rendered products.
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Figure 1: Forecasts of production of
mammalian and poultry rendered products
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Looking back at annual changes in cattle kills since 1973, total
production of mammalian rendered products can fluctuate by plus
of minus 160,000 tonnes from year to year. Calender year 2015 was
probably the record production of mammalian rendered products at
an estimated 978,000 tonnes and 1985 was the weakest year at about
644,000 tonnes.
The survey also tracks export destinations. In 2015/16 about 50% of
mammalian protein meals were exported; about 52% of poultry and
feather meals were exported and 73% of animal fats were exported.
Figures 2, 3 and 4 show the major export destinations. There has
been a major change in destinations of tallow exports with Singapore
now taking most of Australia’s exports for biofuel production. There
have been changes in destination for animal protein meals but these
changes are mainly influenced by the vagaries of market access.
Figure 2: Main destinations for mammalian
MBM 2011, 2013 and 2015/16

'000 tonnes
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Figure 4: Main destinations for animal fats
2011, 2013 and 2015/16
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What is not exported is used domestically. There are no reliable data
on domestic uses of rendered products but estimates of how rendered
products are used are shown in Tables 4 and 5.
Table 4: Uses of animal protein meals (meat and bone meal,
poultry meal, feather meal and blood meal)
Total production

651,960 tonnes

Exports

340,890 tonnes

Domestic poultry feeds (broiler and layer)

155,000 tonnes

Domestic pig feeds

75,000 tonnes

Domestic aquaculture feeds

40,000 tonnes

Domestic pet food

34,000 tonnes

Domestic fertilizer

7,000 tonnes

Table 5: Uses of animal fats (tallow and poultry oil)
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Total production

611,180 tonnes

Exports

448,120 tonnes

Domestic oleo-chemical and industrial

7,000 tonnes

Domestic edible applications

35,000 tonnes

Domestic intensive animal production

50,000 tonnes

Domestic aquaculture feeds

16,000 tonnes

Domestic pet food

30,000 tonnes

Domestic biodiesel and fuel

25,000 tonnes

indication of the uncertainty
in the future of renewable
fuels in the USA is that when
the EPA increased mandates
on 23 November, the price
of D4 RIN credits rose from
104 to 130 cents per RIN.
With the appointment of
Scott Pruitt as the head of the
EPA the price backtracked
into the 90’s.
Soybean and soy oil
futures have also started to
backtrack on fears that the
renewable fuel mandates
will be reduced. Soy futures
are also being affected by
improving weather forecasts
for the next South America
growing season. If sustained
AUSPAC INGREDIENTS Pty.Ltd
price falls materialise then
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street Tamworth NSW 2340
weaker prices could flow
Tel +61 2 6762 7708
through to palm oil and
Fax +61 2 6762 7709
tallow. But for the time
being, the combination of
slow production of tallow in Australia, a weaker A$ and firm prices for
palm oil is supporting the price of tallow.
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Tallow market commentary was prepared with the assistance of
Damian Evans, Colyer Fehr
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Tallow prices are firm as the year draws to a close. An expected surge
in palm oil production following the dissipation of El Niño effects in
Malaysia has not materialised. Consequently palm oil prices have
remained firm. The soy oil price was also firm at the beginning of
December. On 23 November the US EPA announced an increase in
mandated uses of renewable fuels. In response the price of soy oil
surged by US$50 per tonne. Australian tallow has been in short
supply, particularly in late September and October, and combined
with the strong prices for soy and palm oil, tallow prices have been
increasing.
What happens next is the mystery. Donald Trump’s appointment of
Scott Pruitt as head of the EPA is forecast to result in changes to the
US’ renewable fuels standard which governs the mandates and federal
level subsidies. Mr Pruitt has been a critic of renewable fuel mandates
and is reported to be pro-fossil fuel. Also, in view of Donald Trump’s
pro-America stance the current blender’s tax credit for renewable
fuels may change to a producer’s credit. In this case, foreign produced
biodiesel would not be eligible for the US $1 per gallon subsidy that is
currently available. To add to the mystery, the blender’s tax credit will
expire on 31 December 2016. In years past it has generally taken a year
for the credit to be re-instated and retroactively applied.
Even if renewable fuels mandates are cut back and a producer’s credit
replaces a blender’s credit, state-based subsidies within the USA may
still provide benefit to renewable diesel produced in Singapore. An

A$ per tonne ex. works

A$ per tonne ex. works

Tallow Prices 2015-16

Source: MLA co-product market report
November 2016

Blood Meal

MBM

Meat meal values at the end of the year are weaker. There are large
pork and beef kills in the USA and production of meat and bone meal
is high. Prices in the US domestic market are at a significant discount
compared with Australian and New Zealand prices and US producers
are shipping as much as possible to export destinations. This has put
pressure on export prices. In addition there is a seasonal downturn in
feed production in Asia.
The pressure on export prices means that there is plenty of product
available for the domestic market and domestic prices are also weak
despite the low kills.
Soy prices have also been low for some time and forecasts of big crops
in Argentina and Brazil are keeping the soy complex weak.
Prices would be even lower except for low production levels in
Australia. A weaker A$ is also supporting export prices. Prices might
hold up over December/January because of reduced production over
the holiday period but the longer-term outlook is for softer prices due
to high supply from the USA and also increasing production from
New Zealand.
Blood meal prices have been firm due to slow production and good
demand in the domestic market, particularly in the Southern market.
In the North there has been export demand to augment domestic use.
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However, prices in December are considerably weaker, especially in the
North. There has been some oversupply in the domestic market and
export demand is affected by seasonal reductions in feed production
is Asia.
MBM market advice courtesy of George Schinard, Wilmar Gavilon.

Aus-Meat
The ARA accreditation and market access program is not just about
auditors turning up at rendering plants to give renderers a hard time!
The auditors themselves are scrutinised to confirm that they are up-todate with the audit criteria and to make sure that audits are conducted
in a uniform way. This is done by conducting witness audits. A
witness audit is pretty much a review of an auditor’s performance. It is
conducted by a senior auditor.

completed according to the monthly report.
That’s not the end of the story. The DAWR relies on the ARA program
and the independent auditors to list establishment for export markets.
The DAWR has to make sure that the program confirms that listed
establishments comply with importing-country requirements and
experienced DAWR staff also witness the AUS-MEAT auditors. The
Department also conducts an annual audit of the ARA/AUS-MEAT
accreditation and market access program.
One of the AUS-MEAT auditors that has experience of rendering
operations is Glen Braddock. Glen was the second AUS-MEAT
auditor to be approved to do audits in the ARA program. He also
works with Trish as a presenter and tutor at the ARA workshops.
Glen has worked in the meat industry for about 28 years. He started
in New Zealand before coming to Australia and has experience of beef,
lamb, goat, horse and poultry meat processing.

Auditor Glen Braddock (2nd left) is witnessed by Trish Ryder.
Peter Phelan (left and Paul Murray (3rd left) of ACC are being
audited by Glen.

Trish Ryder (left) conducts a witness audit with AUS-MEAT’s Wayne
Ambrose (right). Chris Hughes of JBS (centre) is the auditee.
Trish Ryder, AUS-MEAT’s manager of the ARA’s audit program was
herself approved as a rendering plant auditor following a witness audit
by Dennis Brett. Dennis was General Manager of AUS-MEAT and
he initiated the discussions with the ARA that led to AUS-MEAT
becoming the ARA’s certifying body. Trish subsequently approved
other auditors for the ARA program and she continues to monitor
the consistency of audit performance. She does two witness audits
a year to make sure that every auditor is reviewed once every three
years. In addition she provides a monthly report of audits completed
and the schedule of upcoming audits to the Department of Agriculture
and Water Resources (DAWR) and the ARA. She also provides
audit reports to Dennis King so that Dennis can verify the audits are
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His experience in the meat industry is hands-on including extensive
knowledge of quality systems and HACCP. He has worked as a quality
manager in meatworks and has been involved with training.
Glen has experience of rendering operations including lowtemperature wet-rendering and high-temperature dry-rendering. In
his role as quality manager he has been responsible for documenting
rendering quality-management systems.
As one of the tutors and presenters at the ARA workshop, Glen is
very pleased to be able to pass on his knowledge and experience of
rendering and the wider meat industry. His practical experience helps
him to relate well to the participants at the workshop. Glen says that
it is very satisfying and rewarding to see the knowledge picked up by
participants being put into practice.
From his experience of the documentation of quality-management
systems Glen is well placed to assess quality management at rendering
plants. He says that quality systems and implementation at rendering
plants is generally a good standard. One point that renderers must
keep in mind is that when it is necessary to take corrective action it
is also important to follow up to make sure that the corrective action
is fully effective in the short and long-term. Of course the corrective
action and follow up must be documented. Glen’s tip for facing
audits is: make sure that all the people who may be subjected to audit
scrutiny understand the audit criteria. In the case of ARA audits this
means the Australian Standard for the Hygienic Rendering of Animal
Products, the ARA Code of Practice and any applicable importing
country requirements.

Symposium
The 2017 Symposium at the Royal Pines Resort at the Gold Coast is all set
for 25-28 July 2017. Symposium committee Chairman Philip Lambeth
says that the committee is focussing on giving sponsors and exhibitors
value for their money. The trade booths will be bigger than at the last
symposium to
give exhibitors
more
space
to showcase
their products
and talk to
customers. All
sponsors and
exhibitors are entitled to complimentary registrations at the symposium;
they can have twelve months free advertising or acknowledgement
in Rendering Circles and the symposium proceedings; and there
will be on-screen acknowledgement of sponsorships throughout the
symposium program and on banners in and around the symposium
venue.
In addition, sponsors and exhibitors can give short presentations. If
you are a sponsor or exhibitor and would like to give a presentation
about your company and products please notify Dennis King. Time
slots for sponsor presentations are limited and the presentations will
be added to the program on a first-in first-served basis.
To date there are 19 confirmed sponsors and 20 out of the 30 available
trade booths have been booked. Sponsorships and booths are still
available but they are disappearing quickly. If you want to be involved,
notify Dennis King as soon as possible.
The program is a mix of traditional elements and innovative
approaches. The industry program, which will be held the day before
the symposium, explores new and successful technologies. It will give

renderers and engineers the opportunity to focus on the details of
rendering operations. The symposium program is more focussed on
the bigger picture of markets and international rendering issues.
The symposium program looks into what tomorrow holds for
rendering. The keynote speaker is Joel Newman, Chairman of the
International Feed Industry Federation (IFIF) and he will discuss the
importance of sustainable feed ingredients. Thomas Mielke of Oil
World will look into the future of tallow and oil markets. Thomas is
one of the most widely known and respected forecasters of oilseed, oils
and meal markets.
DNA testing of animal protein meals to detect species is a new topic on
the program and the subject will be presented by Australian expert Dr
Kate Griffiths of the National Measurement Institute.
Another intriguing topic is contamination of the oceans with
plastics and other rubbish. This may not seem to have much to do
with rendering but trying to stop people dumping rubbish that ends
up in the oceans is like persuading suppliers to stop putting foreign
matter in raw material for rendering. Heidi Taylor of Tangaroa Blue
Foundation has chosen the title “If all we do is clean up, it’s all we’ll
ever do”. Renderers are starting to realise that stopping foreign matter
contamination of raw material needs education to change the mindset of people who collect the material. Degradable plastics and pulling
contaminants out of raw material and products with detectors plays
a part but stopping foreign matter at the source is the key. The ARA
hopes to learn about changing people’s attitude to rubbish disposal
from someone who has taken on a much tougher job than stopping
foreign matter in raw material.
Aquaculture and pet food are also on the program and experts from all
sectors of the meat and poultry industries will discuss what is expected
to happen with meat and poultry production. There will also be
updates on rendering around the world by speakers from as far afield
as Mexico, Africa and South America.

Leading Supplier to the Rendering Industry
•
•

Raw material reception and handling
Crushing and pumping

•
•

Cooking and drying systems
Pressing

•
•

Milling systems
Condensing systems

•

Thermal oxidation systems

Haarslev Industries Ltd.
11B Paul Matthews Road
Rosedale, Auckland 0632
New Zealand
Tel. (+64) 9 415 2330
info@haarslev.com
www.haarslev.com
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