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I am very pleased to succeed Andy Bennett as president
of the ARA. Andy is a hard act to follow. He has served
as president for a total of 12 years in three separate stints.
His leadership has been outstanding and his commitment
to the industry is unquestioned.
The changes in the presidency and other changes to the
executive occurred in unusual circumstances. Andy had
committed to retire from Talloman at the end of September
and planned to resign as ARA president at the July 2020
AGM. Warren Maclean, another outstanding contributor
to the ARA as a past president and the incumbent vicepresident, was in a similar position. Although Warren
retired as CEO of MBL in November 2019, he continued
to represent MBL in the ARA and retained his position as
ARA vice-president. Like Andy he planned to step down
from the ARA executive at the AGM.
Andy’s and Warren’s plans to resign from the ARA executive
have been interfered with by COVID 19. We could not
hold an AGM and could not elect replacements in the
usual way. The ARA was left with no president or vicepresident and two vacancies on the executive committee.
The resignations created casual vacancies. The executive
committee met by telephone conference in July to fill these
ARA President Peter Milzewski
casual vacancies, as required by the constitution.
The executive appointed me as president and George Schinard as vice-president.
The replacement directors are Michael Nolan of Nolan Meats and Ashley Palmer of Australian Tallow Producers.
Fair Trading NSW, the registrar of the ARA, has announced that co-operatives and associations can put off AGMs
and annual reports until the 2021 AGM is due. When it comes to the 2021 AGM, we will have an election of the
whole executive (which was due this year), including elections for the positions of president and vice-president.
The other major decision taken by the executive was to postpone the scheduled 2021 symposium to 2022. Planning
for the 2021 symposium had begun but there were obvious difficulties. Who knows what travel will be like next
year and there is little chance of locking down speakers for the event. We all hope that life will be back to normal
by July 2021 but for the time being the directors took the pessimistic view and postponed the symposium for
better times.
Although some things have to be postponed, the work of the ARA carries on. As president I plan to focus on
market access, supply-chain integrity and product innovation. The market-access focus follows on from Andy and
previous presidents. We must continue to build a voice on market access and make sure we are heard. It is not
just the major markets where we need action although they may be the core of our business. With the disruption
caused by COVID 19, other origin suppliers could become even more competitive and use major markets as lossleaders. To counter this, we need access to as many markets as possible, including the smaller ones. These markets
may not be the best outlets for our products be we need to make sure we have all feasible options.
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Market access must be backed up by supply-chain integrity. I am planning to work on a program aimed at opening
markets using demonstrable supply-chain integrity to support the market-access negotiations and development.
The challenge for the ARA, commercial business and at a personal level, is how to handle the pandemic. Initially,
the rendering industry did not seem to be too affected. But almost a year down the track there is little or no sign
of an end to the pandemic and everybody including the rendering industry has suffered.
International trade in general is supressed making it more important for renderers to get access to as many markets
as possible. Meat exports have been hit by weak markets and pressures on payment terms. On top of this, herd
and flock numbers are low and wetter conditions are predicted. The weather is encouraging producers to hang on
to livestock and rebuild. Obviously this impacts on rendering industry production.
Apart from poor market conditions and weak production, renderers have to put up with costs associated with
compliance with COVID 19 restrictions.
I am sorry that I do not have much good news to report during my first couple of months as ARA president. While
we cannot get together to swap our pandemic stories, Dennis King is going to organise a general meeting by video
conference in November. This should at least give us a chance to set some directions.

The next workshop on hygienic rendering at The University of Queensland, Gatton is
scheduled to be held from
31 January to 5 February 2021.
Details and registration applications will be emailed as soon as
possible after final arrangements have been made

Specialised bulk liquid logistics solutions

TNL International specialise
in the safe transportation
of industrial and food-grade
ISO Tanks, maintained with the
highest industry standards of
cleanliness and sterilisation.
Through an extensive network of offices and agents,
TNL International are able to provide ISO Tank transportation
within Australia or international door-to-door services.
We utilise depots that are strategically located throughout
Australia providing national coverage and a full range of
ISO Tank services.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Email: sales@tnlintl.com.au
Tel: +61 3 8347 6100

tnlintl.com
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Vale Kevin Pratt
The rendering community is deeply saddened to
hear of the passing of Kevin Pratt. Kevin died on 12
August at age 67. He had been ill since the beginning
of the year and faced the added difficulties of being in
COVID lockdown at his horse stud near Palmerston
North. During his illness, some of his friends from the
ARA had been able to contact him by phone and text
messages.
Kevin was an outstanding contributor to the ARA and
the rendering community. He is highly respected and
well-remembered. As a director of the ARA, he played
a big part in finding new directions for the industry
in the BSE era. He also set examples of how to put
the new directions into practice. In particular, he
wrote the first edition of the ARA Code of Practice
with his friend and colleague Brian Bartlett. When the
Code was introduced, Kevin was general manager of
Camilleri Stockeeds. In this position he gave his full
support to the Code and Camilleri’s was the first plant
to be accredited by the ARA.
The ARA workshop on hygienic rendering was
introduced a few years before the Code of Practice
and Kevin was a great supporter. He made sure that
all Camilleri staff attended the workshop (he sent
David Camilleri twice!) and he hosted the workshop
participants to a plant inspection and BBQ lunch. The
visit to Camilleri Stockfeeds was a highlight of the
workshop. The participants had their eyes opened to
what a clean rendering plant could look like. Kevin’s
Kevin Pratt at the races
wife Margaret and Carmen Camilleri did the BBQ
catering and Charlie Camilleri was the Masterchef. Meanwhile Kevin regaled all-comers with stories of rendering.
Thanks for this alone Kevin!
Kevin was an innovator. He was not afraid to go out on a limb and try something new. He was the first renderer in
Australia to install a FloDry drier and he had the first biofilter at a rendering plant. He was also first to use biogas
from a covered anaerobic lagoon to directly fire a boiler.
Kevin was also known for his generosity in sharing his experience and knowledge with other renderers. Kevin was
the go-to man for anybody who had a rendering problem or just needed some advice.
Although Kevin took on many tasks for the ARA and helped other renderers, he liked to stay in the background
and did not look for credit for his contributions. Nevertheless, his contributions were acknowledged when he
received Ron Lyon award in 2007.
Kevin learned his rendering in New Zealand and became manager of the rendering plant at Takapau meat works.
He came to Australia as manager of the Moree Fair rendering plant at Homebush. He moved from Moree Fair
to Camilleri Stockfeeds in 1989. He managed the Camilleri rendering business until 2005 when he bought the
business from Charlie and Paul Camilleri. In 2011 he sold Camilleri Stockfeeds to Ridley Corporation and
has since immersed himself in horse racing in New Zealand. He was at his racing stables, Kamada Park, near
Palmerston North when he fell ill early this year.
The ARA mourns the loss of Kevin and offers condolences to his family, especially Margaret, who made her own
contribution to the ARA in addition to supporting Kevin, and to his son Shane who is also well known in the
industry. Kevin leaves behind four children and seven grandchildren.
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New ARA Directors

Michael Nolan and Ashley Palmer are the newly appointed directors of the ARA.
Mike Nolan is a director of the family company
Nolan Meats. The company is run by three brothers
and Mike says they share the workload and do not
give each other job titles. Nevertheless, Mike takes
responsibility for rendering and the engineering at
the site.
Mike believes in truth in labelling. At Nolan Meats
the company takes pride in producing according to
product descriptions and in delivering the quality
expected by customers. Apart from anything else,
Mike says that this approach justifies less government
involvement. He says that as a director of the ARA he
will be encouraging members to take responsibility
and be accountable for their products.
Mike Nolan auctioning the symposium cricket bat
Ashley Palmer is manager director of the Palmer family group of companies. Ashley is based in Perth where he
directly manages Alba Oils but he is also managing director of Australian Tallow Producers.
Ashley started work in the family rendering plant when he was 15. He knows about foreign contamination of raw
material because his first job was to stand at the raw material belt and pick out plastic. He later owned his own raw
material collection business: Bonebusters.
Ashley wants the ARA to be seen as a professional organisation that attracts high-level government support. To
achieve this, he believes the ARA should employ full-time management and technical staff and stop depending
on part-time and voluntary contributions. This will need a new funding model. Ashley says that in view of what
rendering contributes to the meat industry and the economy in general, there should be financial support from
government and MLA. Members should also pay higher fees to reflect the value of the ARA.
Ashley also wants more input from the membership and to do this he says that the ARA must become more
accessible. This means making the meetings available on-line to avoid the time and expense of travelling. Also, he
says that face-to-face meetings do not need to be held over two days. One day is enough. Again, one-day meetings
should attract more people.

Departing ARA Directors
Andy Bennett and Warren McLean have both
resigned from the ARA executive. Their resignations
pre-empt their retirements from Talloman and
MBL respectively. Both have made substantial
contributions to the ARA and to the rendering
industry in general.
Andy has served three terms as president of the ARA
and has been in the chair for a total of twelve years.
Andy’s involvement with the rendering industry
began in 1987 when he joined Talloman. Previously
he worked in the meat industry in WA including a
stint with the AMLC. His first involvement with the
ARA was when he attended the first workshop on
Retiring ARA stalwarts Andy Bennett and Warren McLean. hygienic rendering in 1991. He also attended the
first symposium which was held immediately after
Warren is presenting Andy with life membership.
the workshop.
By 1993 he was involved with the executive and in 1994 he was vice-president.
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Andy first became president in 1997 and served until
2001. He served a second term from 2010 to 2014
and his third term was 2016 to 2020.
Andy has many achievements as president but there
are some he is particularly proud of. In 1997 when
he first became president, there were 57 members.
By the time he stepped down in 2001 membership
had almost doubled to 103. He also made major
contributions to the symposium. He was first
involved with the 1997 symposium at St Kilda
and chaired the Symposium Committee until Phil
Lambeth took over.
Andy also nurtured the ARA’s relationship with
AQIS (now the Department of Agriculture Water
and Environment).

Past President Andy Bennett at presentation of awards
to two of his mentors; Graeme Banks and Bob Mostyn

Andy says he is most proud of his working relationship
with the members, the executive and the executive officers
Graeme Banks and Dennis King.
Apart from his contribution to the ARA, Andy has made
a huge contribution to the World Renderers Organization.
He supported Mike Langenhorst in getting the WRO
started in 1999 and became President in 2003. The WRO
had a USA/UK/Australia focus but as president, Andy
made a point of getting other countries involved.
Andy’s involvement with the ARA and WRO has been
characterised by his leadership and ability to get people
involved and contributing according to their skills.
Andy’s contribution to the ARA was recognised when
he received the Ron Lyon award in 2005. In 2017 he was
made a life member and of course in 2016 he received the
Another great moment for Andy. His friend Bill
Medal of the Order of Australia.
Trollope shows off the model of a Keith cooker
Warren McLean’s term as President was from 2014 to 2016.
he received as part of the Ron Lyon award
He was Vice-president from 2016 until he resigned in 2020.
Like Andy, Warren worked in the meat industry before he joined the rendering community. He joined Master
Butchers in 2005 and became general manager in 2008.
Like Andy, Warren’s term as president was marked by market access issues and he continued to forge relationships
with the Department of Agriculture. During his presidency, the Japanese market opened to poultry meal and
poultry digest.
Continued Page 6

PROVEN COMMITMENT TO THE RENDERING INDUSTRY

Sal CURB
brand

®

antimicrobials

BAROX
brand

TM

antioxidants

NATUROX
brand antioxidants

®

TERMOX
brand

TM

antioxidants

Kemin (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.
Tel: 02 9844 5700
www.kemin.com

Fax: 02 9418 2544

Call to obtain a copy of the Rendering Plant
Salmonella Control Program booklet.

© Kemin Industries, Inc. and its group of companies 2020. All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographic regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon regulatory requirements.
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RENDERING BY-PRODUCTS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
ACN 619 961 312
P O BOX 23241
DOCKLANDS VICTORIA 8012
Mobile: +61 455 220 320
Website: www.renderingbyproductsaustralia.com.au
Email: mark@renderingbyproductsaust.com.au

•
•
•
•

Operational/Process Audits
Maintenance Audits
Capital Expenditure Quoting
Spare Part/Equipment Options

Warren and the unique rendering plant
he commissioned for MBL
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®
Warren was an innovator in the rendering industry,
especially in the field of value-added products. To
support MBL’s production of single-species ashcontrolled meals he took a hard-line on raw material
quality. He led the way in not accepting raw material
of inadequate quality and introduced payment
discounts for unsatisfactory material.
George Ujvary, Chairman of MBL, paid tribute to
Warren when Warren announced his retirement.
George said that MBL’s recent growth is largely
thanks to Warren.
Warren and Andy both have plans for retirement
which hopefully have not been ruined by COVID 19.
All members of the ARA wish Andy and Warren all
the best in retirement.

Rendering and COVID

Just about everybody has a personal story about how they have been affected by the coronavirus pandemic. There
has been great personal suffering and much pain for businesses. But how has the rendering industry fared?
Rendering Circles surveyed some people in the different sectors of the industry to get a picture of what has been
happening.
Rendering has been an essential industry throughout the COVID lockdowns but this does not mean business as
usual. Production depends on what the meat and poultry industries are doing. Cattle and sheep slaughter have
been lower than last year and this has affected production of rendered products. Bovine slaughter in 2020 up to
11 September was down by 850,500 head (15%) compared with same period in 2019. Ovine slaughter was down
by 2.75 million head (16%). These figures are for Eastern Australia and do not include WA.
Poultry slaughter did better and was up by 9 million (3%) in the first six months of 2020 compared with the same
time in 2019.
Of course, the changes in slaughter numbers are not necessarily due to COVID. Low stock numbers following a
long drought period and rain in many areas in 2020 have contributed to reduced beef and sheep slaughter.
ARA director Mike
Nolan gave Rendering
Circles some examples
of how COVID 19 has
hit Nolan Meats. Meat
production at Nolan’s
has been firm in the
last six months and is
even higher than the
same period last year.
But the company has
been missing some
of the usual sources
of staff. Backpackers,
some of whom are
highly qualified and
are generally good
workers, have been in
short supply. Other
COVID effects are
that visits to the site have been curtailed. Visitors must be temperature checked and provide a stat. dec. This all
takes time and would involve three Nolan staff if visitors were at the same level as pre-COVID. There are also
added costs if staff are off sick. They must get a COVID test before they can return to work, this means waiting up
to an extra four days before they can return.
Gabe Munari of CSF Proteins explained some of the changes in the workplace because of COVID. He also said
that said that production volumes are down but as pointed out above, this is not necessarily a direct result of
COVID. Apart from reduced beef and sheep kills due to seasonal and weather effects, Gabe said that the impact of
COVID on the food service industry has also affected volumes. At CSF, people are working from home if possible.
Staff who still work on-site are segregated into teams and contact is reduced by keeping the teams separate. There
are no visitors to the site. Meetings, for example with customers, are carried out by video using Microsoft Teams
and Zoom. If contractors come on site, they go through a special COVID induction. During the year export
markets have been up and down but Gabe said that is more to do with the value of the dollar and avian influenza
in Victoria.
At Australia’s other big renderer, A J Bush & Sons (Manufactures), Cameron Bush said that the staff have been
very pro-active in developing and adopting COVID-safe plans. Cameron is based in Sydney and he said that one
of the main disruptions is the difficulty of getting to the Beaudesert site. The company is relying more on virtual
meetings within the company and with customers and suppliers.
Continued Page 7
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He said that production volumes at the Beaudesert and Riverstone sites are similar to pre-COVID. Initially
volumes of pick-ups from butcher shops increased as consumption of meat switched from eating out to eating
at home. But raw material is back to more usual patterns in NSW and QLD. He acknowledged that volumes of
poultry material had fallen but he says this is due to more poultry material being used in pet food and other nonrendering applications, rather than the impact of COVID.
Traders have been adjusting their office procedures by letting people work from home. David Satchell of Arrow
Commodities said that staff are organised in teams and alternate doing two or three days a week in the office. He
said that the biggest issue for trading is the availability of containers. Shipping disruptions mean that containers
get stuck in ports and there are not enough to go around. When containers become available they can be expensive
and these unusual costs are difficult to factor into sales. Shipments of imports have become uneven and there
are either no arrivals or too many. Because of demand for containers, shipments must be unloaded and delivered
quickly to avoid penalties.
George Schinard of Wilmar Trading agrees that the availability of containers has become a problem for exporters.
George said that while COVID-related shipping disruptions have complicated container availability, strike action
at Melbourne and Sydney ports has exacerbated the situation.
George also said that local logistics operators have had their problems. Extra paperwork and procedures take time
and delay deliveries at feed mills. Delivery schedules are also upset by slow border crossings. Traders also feel the
reduced production caused by COVID-related closures of abattoirs and mandated reduced abattoir production in
Victoria.
Wilmar Trading initially split office staff into two teams with the teams alternating one week in the office and one
week working from home. Now, all staff are coming into the office
Suppliers to the rendering industry have been affected by COVID travel-restrictions and cannot visit customers.
Philip Lambeth of AusPak Ingredients said that the volume of business has not changed overall but has been
lumpy. Back in March and April when panic buying was on, meat and poultry suppliers were busy trying to keep
up with consumer demand and this flowed through to AusPac’s business. Consumer demand fell away in May and
June but AusPac’s business is now back to normal patterns.
Phil said that warehousing in Melbourne has been the biggest challenge with staff reduced by half to comply with
COVID rules. This has delayed order picking, sometimes by a day. Deliveries are also delayed by slow border
crossings but so far, no delivery trucks have been sent back at a border. Similarly, supplies into AusPak have kept
coming. There has been only one hold up because a container was on-board a ship that was quarantined for
fourteen days before it was unloaded.
Phil has also been concerned about the welfare of home-based sales staff who are still working but cannot get out
to see customers. The staff keep in touch by Zoom and Microsoft Team but there is only so much Zoom a person
can take. Phil said that he has to mix things up to keep people involved.
On the equipment side, Paul Martin of Haarslev said that he used to spend 60% of his time travelling but since
February he has done almost no travel. He has been keeping in touch with customers through Zoom and Teams.
He said that this has taught him the importance of face-to-face contact. Zoom is fine but from a sales point of
view, people on the other end can be distracted and it is hard to get their involvement.
Paul said that customers are still interested in rendering projects but are deterred by uncertainty about the future.
Haarslev is still busy working on projects that were signed up before the pandemic and spare parts sales have been
continuing as usual.
At Keith Engineering, local manufacture and supply have helped to attract customers according to Derek
Henderson. Derek said that there have been good sales of spare parts and Keith has even signed up a couple of
major projects during the year.
On the positive side, Derek said that staff attendance at the office and in the workshop has been well up compared
to the usual pattern. He does not know why people are not taking sickies but colds and flu have been much
less prevalent thanks to COVID-hygiene precautions. He also said that travel restrictions and limited customer
contact have saved the company a lot of money. But this is not necessarily a good thing. He agrees that telephone
and video meeting are not a good substitute for face-to-face contact with customers.
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Keith Engineering specialises in the design, manufacture and installation of
processing equipment for by-products rendering and abattoir industries, from
process design, single items of equipment to full turn key solutions.

Complete Protein
Recovery Facilities
Including Biofilters

Cooking & Processing
Equipment.

Automated Open Top &
Container Loading Systems

PROUD AUSTRALIAN MANUFACTURERS OF BYPRODUCTS RENDERING EQUIPMENT
Keith Engineering (Australia) Pty Ltd
ABN 20 109 344 185
20 Kellet Close, Erskine Park, NSW 2759
PO Box 354, St Clair NSW 2759

T +61 2 9852 1000
F +61 2 9852 1001
Email: admin@keitheng.com.au
Web: www.keitheng.com.au

9

Delivering Energy Savings and Process
Improvement to the Rendering and Abattoir
Industry of Australia
Services and Benefits include-

‘To Whom It May Concern ,
We recently undertook a series of energy recovery and process improvement projects with
Spirax Sarco at our Cowra Abattoir and Rendering Plant.
The first phase was to install a FREME Flash Recovery Package to harness and reuse the
excess flash steam from our continuous cooker. This excess energy was used to pre-heat
the boiler feedwater after the pumps as well as heat wash-down water. The results and
savings were excellent reducing our overall gas use by 22%. The ROI was approximately
12 months and we were also able to activate substantial government funding. The second
phase involved installing a new boiler feed tank system, auto blowdown heat recovery and
an upgraded hot water system to supply plant needs. This has made the process water to
plant more reliable as well as delivering additional energy savings. The attached chart
gives some validated visibility of the savings we have experienced.
We are now efficient in our gas usage and steam production and well placed to meet
production and energy challenges in the future.
As a business we would highly recommend Spirax Sarco’s technical expertise , energy
saving packages and process improvement technologies to any steam using production and
processing plant.’

• Energy Savings
• Flash Steam Recovery
• Multiple Uses of Process
Waste Heat
• Steam System Review
• Process Improvement
• Safer ,easy to maintain
plant
• Water Savings
• Chemical savings
• Increased boiler capacity

Meat Meal Market

Meat and bone meal prices are on the rise in September and October due to low production. Traders report that
production of rendered product is down 25% compared with last year. Rain at the beginning of the year initiated
herd-rebuilding programs and since then meat producers have been competing with re-stockers for available
sheep and cattle. On top of this, COVID-related abattoir closures and production
Continued Page 11
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restrictions have added to the limited availability of MBM.
Back in March/April, MBM prices were high. There was weak production and strong demand caused by panic
buying of meat proteins at the consumer level. In addition, there were plant closures in the USA due to COVID
outbreaks resulting in less MBM in the export markets.
In May, June and July, panic buying settled down and MBM prices corrected. In July, Indonesia halted imports of
MBM from all origins. This disruption lasted about two weeks but created the impression that there could be a
surplus of product in the export market and prices weakened. In August, September and October prices turned
around again and were increasing by about $100 per tonne per month as demand increased and production kept
falling. In October, the price of MBM was about $680 per tonne.
Demand in the export market is from Malaysia and Taiwan. In the local market demand is steady but interruptions
to soy shipments have sent up the local price of soy and feed producers are paying more for MBM.
The October price may be an over-correction and may prompt a reduction of MBM inclusion in feeds. But low
kills could continue for six months and the corresponding weak production of rendered products should support
prices.
Blood meal prices followed a similar trend to MBM earlier in the year but prices in September and October are
only slightly higher. Although production is weak, there is still a surplus after domestic demand is satisfied. With
pre-COVID market access restrictions still in place export demand for blood meal is limited.
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Tallow Market

The value of the AUD has been a major influence on tallow prices in 2020. Back in the first quarter of the year the
AUD fell to 0.58 USD. The low value of the AUD combined with low production pushed prices higher in AUD
terms. Since then the AUD has strengthened and prices fell despite weak supply.
Prices have now recovered. La Nina has brought heavy rainfall to Malaysia and Indonesia. Palm harvesting has
been disrupted and palm oil futures have been increasing steadily in October. At the same time, La Nina means
dry conditions in South America and expectations for the soy crop have moderated. Soy oil futures are also on the
rise. These impacts of La Nina are flowing through to tallow prices.
Symposium speaker James Fry is predicting reduced palm oil production for the rest of the year. Heavy rain
should increase palm oil fruit yields but flooding and difficult harvesting conditions could last for six months.
Australian renderers have the benefit of another competitor in the tallow market in 2020. This is good news for
renderers. The Melbourne office of Neste is now operational. Neste announced the opening of its Melbourne
office in November 2019. Since then storage facilities have been acquired. Neste can now consolidate loads and
ship out of its Melbourne and Brisbane terminals.
The demand that Australian renderers can access has not increased but an existing end-user is now closer to the
supplier and this will bring benefits to the industry. For example, there should be better understanding of the
quality requirements. Of course the infrastructure that Neste has brought on-line is a cost that will be borne by
the whole supply chain but in the short term, the extra competition has probably contributed to higher prices.
The next two years are shaping up as an exciting period for the renderer. In particular, the US is building significant
renewable diesel capacity. The trade is well positioned to provide the option of supplying this burgeoning demand
and to deliver significant value back to the renderer in the long term. Whoever has the feedstock will have
significant leverage in the future, provided the trade can continue to give the Australian renderer options for
where tallow is ultimately consumed. This competitive tension will be necessary to drive the margin in the supplychain back to the renderer.

Vale Trevor Scott
The ARA is sad to report the passing of Trevor Scott. He died suddenly at home on the weekend of 31 October.
Trevor was an experienced renderer and a long-time supporter of the ARA. He was a pioneer of the ovine meal
trade. When he was rendering manager at Tatiara Meat Co at Bordertown he redeveloped the rendering plant to
meet the requirements to export processed animal protein to the EU. He moved from Bordertown to Ararat and
became rendering and environmental manager at Ararat Meat Exports. At Ararat he used his knowledge of ovine
meal production to design and build a rendering plant from scratch. The plant became operational last year.
The ARA offers condolences to Trevor’s family and friends.
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“When we started looking at process
controls, efficiencies, the ability to control
such things as moisture and yield, we
thought Haarslev were superior to anything
else on the market.”
Jere Null, CEO, Prestage Foods of Iowa
PROCESS
IS POTENTIAL

STILL
PROCESSING LIKE IT’S
1969?
Automate your operation
The 21st century has seen the emergence of automation
systems with the power to revolutionize any rendering
operation. At Haarslev, we offer all you need to automate
your existing line. With well-proven solutions and an
experienced installation team, we make it easy for you to
start processing like it’s 2020.
Get the most out of your operation with Haarslev automation and
CORE control

www.haarslev.com

20111_Haarslev_ad_190x277mm.indd 1

•
•
•
•
•
•

Proven solutions and fast installation on existing lines
Lower operating costs through reduced manual work
Better control and more stable operating conditions
Minimum downtime
Higher reliability and safer working conditions
Better data and documentation
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Tributes to Andy Bennett

Andy with international friends at Alan von Tunzelman’s retirement.
From left to right: Bruce Rountree; Andy; Linley von Tunzelman; Alan
von Tunzelman; NARA President Ridley Bestwick and Kent Swisher

It’s a shame that the ARA cannot provide
a suitable farewell to Andy Bennett.
Andy was given a send-off by Talloman.
ARA director Ashley Palmer attended
the send-off. A send-off had been
planned for Warren McLean in April
but the meeting in Adelaide had to be
cancelled. The ARA will give Andy and
Warren an appropriate send-off when
members can get together.
In the meantime, Kevin Cresswell of
the New Zealand Renderers Group has
initiated personal tributes from Andy’s
international colleagues. The tributes
show that Andy is well respected as a
professional colleague and valued at
a personal level. Here are some of the
tributes:

From Stephen Woodgate, former president of WRO
Hi Andy, I am informed by a reliable source that tomorrow is your last day at Talloman?
If that’s true.... many congratulations on managing to ‘retire’ on your own terms.
I always think that ‘retirement’ is a very inappropriate word for many, as I am sure that you (like me) will have
loads to do especially as you have the farm to supervise and keep your mind and body active!
Is Jane retiring too? I can imagine how you might ‘get on’ with each other if you are both getting under each other’s
feet?
I’d just like to say a great thanks for the great support that you gave me during my career in the rendering industry...
particularly as president of WRO, when you encouraged me to make WRO relevant and proactive such that it
became a vital player on the world stage for our industry.
Your positive approach to life (and work) made a lasting impression on me and Anne. We especially enjoyed a trip
to your ‘ranch’ when visiting Perth on one of our Aussie expeditions. Your welcome followed by the farm tour and
‘Steaks on the Barbie’ was the highlight of the whole 3-week trip to Oz!
A welcome ...and a bed .....and a pub....awaits you here in Clipston, when, as we will, get out of this crazy lockdown
period of our lives.
Continued Page 15

Rendering Plant Manager Position - Ararat Meat Exports
Ararat Meat Exports is looking to recruit a Plant Manager for our rendering operations at our
recently built rendering plant in Ararat, Victoria. As the Plant Manager, the successful applicant
will be in charge of wide range of responsibilities and accountabilities
The Applicant needs a strong understanding of the rendering process, high knowledge of regulatory
compliance, must have a boiler license, a maintenance or Engineering background, strong organisation and
communication skills and rendering commodity sales experience would be desirable but not essential.
Applications can be sent to: bill.drummond@araratmeatexports.com
For more information Visit: www.araratmeatexports.com/employment
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From Kevin Cresswell, Technical Executive NZ Meat Industry Association and convenor of NZ
Renderers Group
I understand that you are about to finish one chapter of life and move into the next.
In regards to the chapter that is coming to an end, I would like to say thank you on behalf of the New Zealand
Renderers Group. You have been a very strong driver and supporter of the Australian, the New Zealand and the
world rendering industry. Without your enthusiasm and drive we would not have an industry that works together
and communicates so well. And for this we “Thank You”.
I must acknowledge one of the tools that you use to keep people in touch with each other, that is the email jokes,
cynical comments and banter that you share. Almost always there were a number of “Reply to All” comments
added by the recipients and then comments to the recipient’s comments. This often resulted in a very long chain
of fun emails, which originally I used to think of as spam. However, I learnt that you starting these email chains
was a deliberate way of getting people to keep in touch with each other as per the famous quote “a team that plays
together stays together”. I applaud you for this great initiative.
We all have a number of moments in our life that we remember where we were when a major event happens e.g.
9/11, shooting of JFK, the Christchurch earthquakes, etc. One of those events for me was the first time that I met
you Andy. It was a joint meeting of the NZRG and the ARA. We were having dinner at a restaurant in Christchurch
(pre-earthquake). We had literally taken over the restaurant apart from one young couple out celebrating their
first wedding anniversary. After realising that celebrating your first wedding anniversary with a bunch of NZ and
Australian renderers was not much fun, you announced to all in the restaurant that the couple were celebrating
their first wedding anniversary and then went on to say that we would cover the cost of their meal for the evening.
To me this is a great example of the kindness and empathy that you show to other people.
Andy, on behalf of the New Zealand Renderers Group and me personally I wish to say “Thank you for sharing your
knowledge as well as your support and enthusiasm for the Australian, New Zealand and International rendering
industries”.
Go well in the next chapter of your book of life.
Continued Page 16
Kevin and the NZRG Team

Waste Heat Evaporators
that don’t stop, break or block.
Waste Heat Evaporators are best known
for their energy efficiency.
Rendertech Evaporators offer even more —
they do not stop, break or block, they don’t need to
be emptied or cleaned between processing days
and they run unattended. You save operator and
maintenance costs, get a high-quality product
with virtually zero waste.
Enquire with us to discuss
a solution for your plant.

RENDERTECH.CO.NZ
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From Dr Martin Alm, President of the WRO and Technical Director of EFPRA

Martin Alm and Andy compete
in a grimacing competition

How to say anything more or better now.
Unfortunately I don't remember when and how I met Andy the
first time. I think the first I really saw from Andy was his daughter
making an internship here in Germany. She was so smart, nice,
cute, clever, intelligent, interested in art and music! How the hell
...... ? It reminds me that life is more than genes!
And that's how I see Andy today; whenever I met him at
conventions, in 80% he had a beer, in 100% he was in a good
mood. When all the white collar business managers talk about
work-life-balance, Andy has the right love-your-work (and
colleagues) or life-in-work-balance. I wish more colleagues are
so relaxed, even under pressure!
Andy, if you read this, you´re already retired, my friend. Stay safe

From Tina Caparella, Editor/publisher of Render Magazine
My turn to add to the memories…
I first met Andy (and a handful of other Aussies) waaaaay back
when NRA held its conference in West Palm Beach, FL. Andy
was so insistent that I try fried calamari (I was not a “fish”
person), which I still enjoy today! But my fondest memory of
that convention was the side trip I got talked into going on up
to Cape Canaveral. Me, a young newbie to the rendering world
(my second or third convention), in a car with a bunch of Aussies
(and maybe one Kiwi?). What an introduction…and a blast we
all had! I’ll never forget when we got to the Cape and discovered
the last tour for the day had already left. Andy wasn’t having any
Bruce Rountree Martin Alm and Tina
of that, so he told me to be quiet since I had an accent (what?) so
Caparella at a WRO meeting
he could convince the tour guide to give "the Aussies” their own
personal tour…which he did! I’ve enjoyed being an honoring Aussie ever since!
You have been a blessing to our industry and all of our lives, bringing your passion, knowledge, laughter, and
friendship. John and I will miss you at the conferences (now who will John solve the world’s problems with over
a beer?). Find us a caravan, mate, and we’ll come down for a visit!
Enjoy retired life, and those grandbabies! Cheers!

From Kent Swisher, vice president International Marketing NARA
Great comments everyone! I was thinking back on some Andy stories and my favorite was when Alan spoke
before him at the EPFRA meeting in Denmark. Alan proceeded to go a bit too long leaving Andy negative time
to speak. One of the only times I think I saw Andy a bit speechless. The other one, was early on when I was on
the group email list and an email came in from Andy while I was in church at a boy scout meeting with my son.
I opened the email and got a bit of a surprise; not a picture to be opening up at a church boy scout meeting! Lol

From Graham Shortland, NZ rendering expert
Well done Andy. You’re a bloody industry legend mate, part of a legendary industry. You might be hanging up
your boots but you will never be far from our thoughts or keyboards..........

From Alan von Tunzelman, former WRO president
So knowledgeable about rendering, both local and international, he was loving, and extremely passionate about
our industry and its people.
Andy is: BIG, BOLD, BRASH, BRASSY, and BELOVED by all his colleagues. I never experienced it but I expect
that in certain circumstances he could also be BOLSHI AND BELLIGERENT when the occasion dictated. To sum
him up I think you could call him a BLOODY BONZA AUSSIE BUGGER who on occasions would love a BEER.
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